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[llinois ( IL-ih-NQY) is a state in the Midwestern region of the United States. It borders Lake Michigan to its northeast, the Mississippi
River to its west, and the Wabash and Ohio rivers to its south. Of the fifty U.S. states, lllinois has the fifth-largest gross domestic
product (GDP), the sixth-largest population, and the 25th-most land area. Its capital city is Springfield in the center of the state, and
the state's largest city is Chicago in the northeast.

Present-day lllinois was inhabited by Indigenous cultures for thousands of years. The French were the first Europeans to arrive,
settling near the Mississippi and lllinois rivers in the 17th century lllinois Country, as part of their sprawling colony of New France. A
century later, the revolutionary war lllinois campaign prefigured...
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The Constitution of the State of West Virginia is the supreme law of the U.S. state of West Virginia. It expresses the rights of the
state's citizens and provides the framework for the organization of law and government. West Virginia is governed under its second
and current constitution, which dates from 1872. The document includes fourteen articles and several amendments.
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The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia is the document that defines and limits the powers of the state government and

the basic rights of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Like all other state constitutions, it is supreme over Virginia's laws
and acts of government, though it may be superseded by the United States Constitution and U.S. federal law as per the Supremacy
Clause.

The original Virginia Constitution of 1776 was enacted at the time of the Declaration of Independence by the first thirteen states of
the United States of America. Virginia was an early state to adopt its own Constitution on June 29, 1776, and the document was
widely influential both in the United States and abroad. In addition to frequent amendments, there have been six major subsequent
revisions...
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The Second Amendment (Amendment Il) to the United States Constitution protects the right to keep and bear arms. It was ratified on
December 15, 1791, along with nine other articles of the United States Bill of Rights. In District of Columbia v. Heller (2008), the
Supreme Court affirmed that the right belongs to individuals, for self-defense in the home, while also including, as dicta, that the
right is not unlimited and does not preclude the existence of certain long-standing prohibitions such as those forbidding "the
possession of firearms by felons and the mentally ill" or restrictions on "the carrying of dangerous and unusual weapons". In
McDonald v. City of Chicago (2010) the Supreme Court ruled that state and local governments are limited to the same extent as the
federal government from...
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Springfield is the capital city of the U.S. state of lllinois. Its population was 114,394 at the 2020 United States census, which makes it
the state's seventh-most populous city, the second-most populous outside of the Chicago metropolitan area (after Rockford), and the
most populous in Central lllinois. Approximately 208,000 residents live in the Springfield metropolitan area, which consists of all of
Sangamon and Menard counties. The city lies in a plain near the Sangamon River north of Lake Springfield. Springfield is the county
seat of Sangamon County and is located along historic Route 66.

Springfield was settled by European-Americans in the late 1810s, around the time lllinois became a state. The most famous historic
resident was Abraham Lincoln, who lived in Springfield from 1837 until...

Constitution of the United States

the true meaning of the Constitution to the people of the United States in 1788 can only be divined by a study of the state ratification
conventions
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The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the United States of America. It superseded the Articles of Confederation,
the nation's first constitution, on March 4, 1789. Originally including seven articles, the Constitution defined the foundational
structure of the federal government.

The drafting of the Constitution by many of the nation's Founding Fathers, often referred to as its framing, was completed at the
Constitutional Convention, which assembled at Independence Hall in Philadelphia between May 25 and September 17, 1787.
Influenced by English common law and the Enlightenment liberalism of philosophers like John Locke and Montesquieu, the
Constitution's first three articles embody the doctrine of the separation of powers, in which the federal government is divided into...
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The University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign (U. of I, lllinois, or University of lllinois) is a public land-grant research university in the
Champaign-Urbana metropolitan area, lllinois, United States. Established in 1867, it is the founding campus and flagship institution of
the University of lllinois System. With over 59,000 students, the University of lllinois is one of the largest public universities by
enrollment in the United States.

The university contains 16 schools and colleges and offers more than 150 undergraduate and over 100 graduate programs of study.
The university holds 651 buildings on 6,370 acres (2,578 ha) and its annual operating budget in 2016 was over $2 billion. The
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign also operates a research park home to innovation centers for over...
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The First Amendment (Amendment I) to the United States Constitution prevents Congress from making laws respecting an
establishment of religion; prohibiting the free exercise of religion; or abridging the freedom of speech, the freedom of the press, the
freedom of assembly, or the right to petition the government for redress of grievances. It was adopted on December 15, 1791, as one
of the ten amendments that constitute the Bill of Rights. In the original draft of the Bill of Rights, what is now the First Amendment
occupied third place. The first two articles were not ratified by the states, so the article on disestablishment and free speech ended
up being first.

The Bill of Rights was proposed to assuage Anti-Federalist opposition to Constitutional ratification. Initially, the First Amendment...
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Normal is a town in McLean County, lllinois, United States. The population was 52,736 at the 2020 census. Normal is the smaller of
two principal cities of the Bloomington-Normal metropolitan area, and is lllinois' seventh most populous community outside the
Chicago metropolitan area. It is home to lllinois State University and Heartland Community College.

Founded in 1865, it was renamed Normal in 1867, because the university when it began was focused on educating teachers (a
normal institute), lllinois State Normal University. Chris Koos has been the mayor of Normal since 2003.

Illinois Freedom of Information Act
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The lllinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA FOY-ya), 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq., is an lllinois statute that grants to all persons the right to
copy and inspect public records in the state. The law applies to executive and legislative bodies of state government, units of local
government, and other entities defined as "public bodies". All records related to governmental business are presumed to be open for
inspection by the public, except for information specifically exempted from disclosure by law. The statute is modeled after the federal
Freedom of Information Act and serves a similar purpose as freedom of information legislation in the other U.S. states.

Once a person submits a request to inspect public records, the public body is required to respond within deadlines specified by FOIA.
Under...
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