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In sociology, social complexity is a conceptual framework used in the analysis of society. In the
sciences, contemporary definitions of complexity are found in systems theory, wherein the
phenomenon being studied has many parts and many possible arrangements of the parts;
simultaneously, what is complex and what is simple are relative and change in time.

Contemporary usage of the term complexity specifically refers to sociologic theories of society as a
complex adaptive system, however, social complexity and its emergent properties are recurring
subjects throughout the historical development of social philosophy and the study of social change.

Early theoreticians of sociology, such as Ferdinand Tönnies, Émile Durkheim, and Max Weber, Vilfredo
Pareto and Georg Simmel, examined the exponential...
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Public policy is an institutionalized proposal or a decided set of elements like laws, regulations,
guidelines, and actions to solve or address relevant and problematic social issues, guided by a
conception and often implemented by programs. These policies govern and include various aspects of
life such as education, health care, employment, finance, economics, transportation, and all over
elements of society. The implementation of public policy is known as public administration. Public
policy can be considered the sum of a government's direct and indirect activities and has been
conceptualized in a variety of ways.

They are created and/or enacted on behalf of the public, typically by a government. Sometimes they
are made by Non-state actors or are made in co-production with communities or...
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Policy analysis or public policy analysis is a technique used in the public administration sub-field of
political science to enable civil servants, nonprofit organizations, and others to examine and evaluate
the available options to implement the goals of laws and elected officials. People who regularly use
policy analysis skills and techniques on the job, particularly those who use it as a major part of their
job duties are generally known by the title policy analyst. The process is also used in the
administration of large organizations with complex policies. It has been defined as the process of
"determining which of various policies will achieve a given set of goals in light of the relations
between the policies and the goals."

Policy analysis can be divided into two major fields:

Analysis...

Public administration theory

a framework for understanding the complexities and challenges of managing public organizations and
implementing public policies. The goal of public administrative
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Public administration theory refers to the study and analysis of the principles, concepts, and models
that guide the practice of public administration. It provides a framework for understanding the
complexities and challenges of managing public organizations and implementing public policies.

The goal of public administrative theory is to accomplish politically approved objectives through
methods shaped by the constituency. To ensure effective public administration, administrators have
adopted a range of methods, roles, and theories from disciplines such as economics, sociology, and
psychology. Theory building in public administration involves not only creating a single theory of
administration but also developing a collection of theories. Administrative theory primarily focuses on
the ideas...
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Complexity economics, or economic complexity, is the application of complexity science to the
problems of economics. It relaxes several common assumptions in economics, including general
equilibrium theory. While it does not reject the existence of an equilibrium, it features a non-
equilibrium approach and sees such equilibria as a special case and as an emergent property resulting
from complex interactions between economic agents. The complexity science approach has also been
applied as the primary field in computational economics.

Public opinion
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Public opinion, or popular opinion, is the collective opinion on a specific topic or voting intention
relevant to society. It is the people's views on matters affecting them.

In the 21st century, public opinion is heavily influenced by the media; many studies have been
undertaken which look at the different factors which influence public opinion. Politicians and other
people concerned with public opinion often attempt to influence it using advertising or rhetoric.
Opinion plays a vital role in uncovering some critical decisions. Sentiment analysis or opinion mining is
a method used to mine the thoughts or feelings of the general population. One of the struggles of
public opinion is how it can be influenced by misinformation.

Irreducible complexity

extended his work on biological complexity into a general theory of systems in a book titled General
Systems Theory. After James Watson and Francis Crick

Irreducible complexity (IC) is the argument that certain biological systems with multiple interacting
parts would not function if one of the parts were removed, so supposedly could not have evolved by
successive small modifications from earlier less complex systems through natural selection, which
would need all intermediate precursor systems to have been fully functional. This negative argument
is then complemented by the claim that the only alternative explanation is a "purposeful arrangement
of parts" inferring design by an intelligent agent. Irreducible complexity has become central to the
creationist concept of intelligent design (ID), but the concept of irreducible complexity has been
rejected by the scientific community, which regards intelligent design as pseudoscience. Irreducible...

Complex system

conditions, for example, is not an issue as important as it is within chaos theory, in which it prevails.
As stated by Colander, the study of complexity is the

A complex system is a system composed of many components that may interact with one another.
Examples of complex systems are Earth's global climate, organisms, the human brain, infrastructure
such as power grid, transportation or communication systems, complex software and electronic
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systems, social and economic organizations (like cities), an ecosystem, a living cell, and, ultimately,
for some authors, the entire universe.

The behavior of a complex system is intrinsically difficult to model due to the dependencies,
competitions, relationships, and other types of interactions between their parts or between a given
system and its environment. Systems that are "complex" have distinct properties that arise from
these relationships, such as nonlinearity, emergence, spontaneous order, adaptation...

Public good

Lindahl developed a theory of how the expense of public utilities needs to be settled. His argument
was that people would pay for the public goods according

In economics, a public good (also referred to as a social good or collective good) is a commodity,
product or service that is both non-excludable and non-rivalrous and which is typically provided by a
government and paid for through taxation. Use by one person neither prevents access by other
people, nor does it reduce availability to others, so the good can be used simultaneously by more than
one person. This is in contrast to a common good, such as wild fish stocks in the ocean, which is non-
excludable but rivalrous to a certain degree. If too many fish were harvested, the stocks would
deplete, limiting the access of fish for others. A public good must be valuable to more than one user,
otherwise, its simultaneous availability to more than one person would be economically irrelevant.

Capital...
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Evidence-based policy (also known as evidence-informed policy or evidence-based governance) is a
concept in public policy that advocates for policy decisions to be grounded on, or influenced by,
rigorously established objective evidence. This concept presents a stark contrast to policymaking
predicated on ideology, 'common sense', anecdotes, or personal intuitions. The methodology
employed in evidence-based policy often includes comprehensive research methods such as
randomized controlled trials (RCT). Good data, analytical skills, and political support to the use of
scientific information are typically seen as the crucial elements of an evidence-based approach.

An individual or organisation is justified in claiming that a specific policy is evidence-based if, and only
if, three conditions...
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